
UNITED METHODIST LEADERSHIP 
SCHOLARS PROGRAM (UMLS)

The UMLS program is sponsored by the 
Southeastern Jurisdiction of the United Methodist 
Church and administered by the United Meth-
odist Higher Education Foundation.

Through the UMLS program, local churches 
are encouraged to provide $1,000 scholarships on 
behalf of students planning to enroll in one of the 
participating United Methodist-related colleges or 
universities located in the Southeastern Jurisdic-
tion. These institutions have agreed to match local 
church funds for a total award of $2,000.

UMLS is a point-of-entry scholarship only. 
Applicants must be first-time enrollees in a 
United Methodist-related higher education insti-
tution (any class status) to be eligible for a UMLS 
award.

Apply online at www.umhef.org. Online 
applications are accepted from January 1 through 
March 15 each year at. A church check for exactly 
$1,000 must also be submitted to UMHEF to 
complete the application.

Further information about the program you 
may visit the UMLS web site www.umls.umc.org.

FOUNDATION MERIT SCHOLARS
For each United Methodist-related prepara-

tory or undergraduate school in the U.S., UMHEF 
annually allocates a $1,000 scholarship each for a 
freshman, sophomore, junior, and senior (4-year 
colleges and college preparatory schools) and for 
a freshman and sophomore (2-year colleges).

For each United Methodist-related seminary 
or professional school in the U.S., UMHEF annu-

ally allocates a $3,000 scholarship each for a first, 
second, and final-year student.

Recipients must be nominated by their school. 
Please check with your school’s Financial Aid 
Office for further information.

OTHER FUNDS
The Hoover-Lee Scholarship provides schol-

arship grants to students from Southeast Asia 
— who are not citizens or residents of the United 
States — to attend a United Methodist-related 
institution in the United States.

The September 11 Memorial Scholar-
ship provides assistance for surviving victims 
and dependents of victims of the September 11 
terrorist attacks.

The Chaplain Powell Scholarship provides 
scholarship assistance to students preparing for 
chaplaincy in any branch of the military.

The Dempster Graduate Fellowship assists 
worthy Ph.D. students who are committed to 
serving the church through theological education.

The Georgia Harkness Scholarship supports 
women over 35 to prepare for ordained ministry 
as an elder in The United Methodist Church as a 
second career.
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A national foundation established 
in 1965 and based in Nashville, Tennessee, 
the United Methodist Higher Education 
Foundation (UMHEF) provides scholarship 
aid for United Methodist students attending 
United Methodist-related schools, colleges, 
universities, and seminaries in the United 
States.

Our Grand Vision is that it be economically 
possible for any qualified United Methodist 
student to be educated at a United Methodist-
related institution of higher education.

UMHEF receives no apportionment sup-
port from The United Methodist Church.

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMS
All awards are made for the fall term each 

year. Renewals of awards are not automatic. 
Application must be made each year. Students 
may receive only one scholarship award per year 
from the United Methodist Higher Education 
Foundation. 

Please visit us on the web at www.umhef.org 
for further information. Our main scholarship 
programs are outlined below.

UNITED METHODIST DOLLARS 
FOR SCHOLARS (UMDFS)

UMHEF can Double Your Dollars by providing 
a $1,000 matching scholarship for United Meth-
odist students when a local church raises $1,000 to 
assist them in attending a United Methodist-related 
college, university or seminary in the U.S.

Three-quarters of the United Methodist 
institutions of higher education in the U.S. have 
agreed to participate in the Triple Your Dollars 
portion of the program by providing an addi-

tional $1,000 directly to their students for a total 
award of $3,000 to scholarship recipients. Please 
check with your school for details about their 
match.

Under the Quadruple Your Dollars portion 
of the program, several UM conference founda-
tions have agreed to provide an additional $1,000 
match for recipients from their conferences for 
a total award of $4,000 to these students. These 
foundations reserve the right to limit the number 
of available matches.

Apply online at www.umhef.org. Online 
applications are accepted from January 1 through 
March 1 each year. A church check for exactly 
$1,000 must also be submitted to UMHEF to 
complete the application.

The number of awards available through this 
program is determined annually. Recipients are 
chosen randomly. Church checks of un-awarded 
applicants will be returned.

NAMED ENDOWED 
SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS

UMHEF has a number of named endowed 
scholarship funds that have been established by 
private donors. Some of these funds stipulate that 
the applicant meet specific criteria. Applicants 
to the General Named Endowed Funds program 
will be considered for all scholarships for which 
they are qualified. Minimum award is $1,000.

Apply online at www.umhef.org. Online 
applications are accepted from January 1 through 
March 1 each year. Additional supporting mate-
rials must also be submitted to UMHEF to 
complete the application.


